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Permanent stone theatres were gradually

Roman theatres had the same three units found in the Greek buildings: the cavea
the Roman version of the theatron, or audience seatin

g area), the orchestra, and the
scaena (the Roman version of the skene, or scene house).

The Roman structures, however, were different from those of classical Greece. The
Homans had developed the arch and other engineering techniques that allowed flex-
ibility in construction, and they put this knowledge to good use in builfiing theatres.
Roman theatres were usually not built into hillsides but were freestanding stru;tures
with a tiered audience section connected to the scene house. The cavea, the audience
: k theatron; some Roman theatres could hold

seating area, was often larger than the Gree - e i
up to 25,000 spectators. (The seating capacity of Roman theatres m,modated i
example , one of the three permanent theatres constructed in Rox;e acc: D
8AOOOpsp;ectators.) Roman planners also attem?ted to makte au al:gctsans e
p;otect the spectators from intense heat, awnings Were s¢ up
cooled water—a primitive form of air conditioning. 15 1 wad irely uted for sging
The orchestra was semicircular rather than clfclu d for the flooding required for
but instead was used for seating government Ofﬁi:;: sst:;e. about 5 feet high, ‘?1“‘1&’?:
- sea battles. In front of the scaena waslaoo lafl;se: ;‘; 20 feet to 300 feet (the mﬁ.:: : -
~ pulpitum; its dimensions varied fmmrformm will have an oppoﬁ“”W to act on a stage :
ball field) by 40 feet. Few of today’s perforn Ol B
- that huge. L e




