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Due Date _____________________
The Great American Playwright 
Playwright Research Project Instructions 
The goal of this project is to answer this very question! Who is the Great American Playwright? You have been assigned the playwright _______________________________________. A couple other students have also been assigned this playwright. You will have opportunities to work with them but ultimately you will be giving your own presentation, keep that in mind because you don’t want to have the same project. You will be asked to present a 5-8 minute presentation on the Playwright and give your own reasoning why they are the Great American Playwright. The presentation can be a PowerPoint or a poster Listed below are the due dates for the assignments corresponding with this project, and attached is the rubric that will describe the requirements for this presentation. You will need to give me the rubric when you present so that you can be graded. No rubric, No grade. You will also need to turn in 3 written questions about your Playwright with answers included that will be used to create a test at the end of the unit. 
	Assignment 
	Due Date 

	Guided Research Worksheet 
	--/-- In-Class 

	Text Analysis Worksheet 
	--/-- In-Class 

	Top 3 Reasons for being the Great American Playwright 
	--/--

	Presentation 
	--/--

	Presentation Questions 
	--/--

	Test
	--/--
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Student Name:___________________________________________ Grade:_________________
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Playwright History
	Student presents information on the Playwrights Early Childhood, Adulthood, and about their Elderly Years/Death.
	Student presents information on two of these subjects: the Playwrights Early Childhood, Adulthood, and about their Elderly Years/Death.
	Student presents information on one of these subjects: the Playwrights Early Childhood, Adulthood, and about their Elderly Years/Death.
	Student doesn’t presents information on the Playwrights Early Childhood, Adulthood, and about their Elderly Years/Death.

	Playwright's Works
	Student analyzes and gives interpretation of one of the Playwright's written works.
	Student briefly analyzes of one of the Playwright's written works.
	Student gives a brief synopsis of one of the Playwright's written works.
	Student doesn’t’ mention any Playwright's written works.

	The Great American Playwright
	Student gives an explanation about why Playwright should be considered the Great American Playwright using their own words and ideas.
	Student gives an explanation Playwright should be considered the Great American Playwright using the words of others.
	Student gives a brief explanation Playwright should be considered the Great American Playwright.
	Student doesn’t an explanation about why they think their Playwright should be considered the Great American Playwright.

	Presenting
	Student was able to present clearly and audibly while knowing the material without having to read the slides.
	Student was able to present clearly and audibly but not consistently. Student had to read off the slides a couple times.
	Student could barely be heard or understood while knowing very little of their material making them read off the slides a lot.
	Student could not be heard or understood and had to read off the slides.

	Questions 
	Students supplies 3 questions with answers in addition to their presentation. 
	Students supplies 2 questions with answers in addition to their presentation.
	Students supplies 1 questions with answers in addition to their presentation.
	Students supplies 0 questions with answers in addition to their presentation.


Student has Bibliography _/4 



Name_______________________
Date__________________

Playwright Guided Research
My Assigned Playwright________________________________
Directions: Use multiple safe and accurate sources to answer the questions. These questions will help you come up with the information to use for your presentation. Answer the questions in your own words to prevent plagiarism and make sure that at the bottom of the page you are keeping track of your sources. 
1. Where and when was your playwright born? ___________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________. 
2. Who were their parents? __________________________________________________. 
3. What kind of environment did they live in growing up?___________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
4. Did your playwright go to school/college? Where? What for? ______________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
5. Did they get married? To whom? _____________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________.
6. Did they have kids?________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________. 
7. What were some of their famous works? ______________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
8. Did they fail at all? If so, how?______________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________? 
9. Did they win any awards? __________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________. 
10. What were their political views? Were they involved in politics? ___________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
11. What were they known for? ________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
12. Any interesting facts? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Sources
1. _______________________________________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________________________________
5. _______________________________________________________________________
6. _______________________________________________________________________













Name_____________________
Date _____________________
Arthur Miller’s - The Crucible 
HALE 
Proctor, I cannot think God be provoked so grandly by such a petty cause. The jails are packed, our greatest judges sit in Salem now----and hangin’s promised. Man, we must look to cause proportionate. Were there murder done perhaps, and never brought to light? Abomination? Some secret blasphemy that stinks to heaven? Think on cause, man, and let you help me to discover it. For there’s your way, believe it, there is your only way, when such confusion strikes upon the world. Let you counsel among yourselves; think on your village and what may have drawn from heaven such thundering wrath upon you all. I shall pray to God open up our eyes.
















Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________
Playwright Analysis – Eugene O’Neill
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
FOG, by Eugene O’Neill. Set onboard a lifeboat drifting without oars in a dense fog off the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, this unusual piece is about being lost in a hostile cosmos in other words, The Human Condition. The characters, a Poet, a Man of Business and a Polish Peasant Woman, represent the diametrically opposed.

POET: Did you ever become so sick of disappointment and weary of life in general that death appeared to you the only way out? That is the way I felt—sick and weary of soul and longing for sleep. When the ship struck the derelict it seemed to me providential. Here was the solution I had been looking for. I would go down with the ship and that small part of the world which knew me would think my death an accident. I was going to die, yes. So I hid in the steerage fearing that some of the ship’s officers would insist on saving my life in spite of me. Finally when everyone had gone I came out and walked around the main deck. I heard the sound of voices come from a dark corner and discovered that this woman and her child had been left behind. How that happened I don’t know. Probably she hid because she was afraid the child would be crushed by the terror-stricken immigrants. At any rate there she was and I decided she was so happy in her love for her child that it would be wrong to let her die. I looked around and found this life-boat had been lowered down to the main deck and left hanging there. The oars had been taken out—probably for extra rowers in some other boat. I persuaded the woman to climb in and then went up to the boat deck and lowered the boat the rest of the way to the water. This was not much of a task for the steamer was settling lower in the water every minute. I then slid down one of the ropes to the boat and cutting both of the lines that held her, pushed off. There was a faint breeze which blew us slowly away from the sinking ship until she was hidden in the fog. The suspense of waiting for her to go down was terrible. Even as it was we were nearly swamped by the waves when the steamer took her final plunge. I think all that happened to me is an omen sent by the Gods to convince me my past unhappiness is past and my fortune will change for the better. But if I had known the sufferings that poor woman was to undergo as a result of my reckless life-saving I would have let her go down with the ship and gone myself. The child was naturally frail and delicate and I suppose the fright he received and the exposure combined to bring on some kind of convulsion. It was just about this time yesterday morning when the poor little fellow died.

Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

















Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________
Playwright Analysis – Neil Simon 
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
LOST IN YONKERS, by Neil Simon. Brooklyn, 1942, Evelyn Kurnitz has just died from lengthy illness. Her husband, Eddie Kurnitz, needs to take a job as a traveling salesman to pay off the medical bills incurred, and decides to ask his stern and straight talking mother, from whom he is slightly estranged, if his two early-teen sons, Jay and Arty can live with her and their Aunt Bella Kurnitz in Yonkers. She agrees after a threat by Bella. Aunt Bella, whose slow mental state is manifested by perpetual excitability and a short attention span, which outwardly comes across as a childlike demeanor. Jay and Arty's mission becomes how to make money fast so that they can help their father and move back in together. Bella's mission is to find a way to tell the family that she wants to get married to Johnny, her equally slow movie theater usher boyfriend. And Louie's mission is to survive the next couple of days.
EDDIE: It’s so damn hot in here, isn’t it? …. So, I just had a talk inside with your grandmother … Because I’ve had a problem … When your mother and I had a problem, we always tried to keep it from you boys because we didn’t want to worry you … Well, you can’t keep cancer, a secret forever … You knew without me telling you, didn’t you? I did everything I could. The best doctors, the best hospitals I could get into … she had a nice room didn’t she? Semi-private, no wards or anything … We’re not rich people, boys. I know that doesn’t come as a surprise to you ... but I’m going to tell you something now I hoped I’d never have to tell you in my life … the doctors, the hospital, cost me everything I had … I was broke and I went into debt … So I went to a man … a loan shark … A money lender … I couldn’t go to a bank because they don’t let you put up heartbreak and pain as collateral … A loan shark doesn’t need collateral … His collateral is your desperation … So he gives you his money … And he’s got a clock. … And what it keeps time of is your promise. … If you keep your promise, he turns off the clock … and if not, it keeps ticking … and after a while, your heart starts ticking louder than his clock… Understand something. This man kept your mother alive… It was his painkillers that made her last days bearable… and for that I’m grateful… So you never take for yourself… But for someone you love, there comes a time when you have no choice… there’s a man in New York I owe… Nine thousand dollars… I could work and save four more years and I won’t have nine thousand dollars… He wants his money this year. To his credit, I’ll say one thing. He sent flowers to the funeral. No extra charge on my bill… There is no way I can pay this man back… So what’ll he do? Kill me? …Maybe… If he kills me, he not only loses his money, it’ll probably cost him again for the flowers for my funeral… I needed a miracle… And the miracle happened… this country went to war… A war between us and the Japanese and the Germans… And if my mother didn’t come to this country Thirty-five years ago, I could have been fighting for the other side… Except I don’t think they’re putting guns in the hands of Jews over there… Let me tell you something. I love this country. Because they took in the Jews. They took in the Irish, the Italians and everyone else… Remember this. There’s a lot of Germans in this country fighting for America, but there are no Americans over there fighting for Germany… I hate this war, and god forgive me for saying this, but it’s going to save my life… There are jobs I can get now that I could never get before… And I got a job… I’m working for a company that sells scrap iron… I thought you threw crap iron away. Now they’re building ships with it… Without even the slightest idea of what I’m doing, I can make that nine thousand dollars in less than a year. Don’t say it till I finish… The factories that I would sell to are in the South… Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Texas, even New Mexico. … I’d be gone about ten months … Living in trains, buses, hotels, any place I can find a room … We’d be free and clear and back together again in less than a year … Okay? So now come the question, where do you two live while I’m gone?
Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 









Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________
Playwright Analysis – Lorraine Hansberry 
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
A RAISIN IN THE SUN, by Lorraine Hansberry This play focuses on the Youngers, an African-American family living on the South Side of Chicago in the 1950s. When the play begins, the family is about to receive an insurance check for $10,000 from their deceased father’s life insurance policy. Each member of the family has an idea as to what this money should be used for. Beneatha tries to convince her brother and mother to use the money for her medical school tuition. 
BENEATHA: When I was small… we used to take our sleds out in the wintertime and the only hills we had were the ice-covered stone steps of some houses down the street. And we used to fill them in with snow and make them smooth and slide down them all day… and it was very dangerous, you know… far too steep… and sure enough one day a kid named Rufus came down too fast and hit the sidewalk and we saw his face just split open right there in front of us… And I remember standing there looking at his bloody open face thinking that was the end of Rufus. But the ambulance came and they took him to the hospital and they fixed the broken bones and sewed it all up… and the next time I saw Rufus he just had a little line down the middle of his face…. I never got over that… What one person could do for another, fix him up – sew up the problem, make him all right again. That was the most marvelous thing in the world... I wanted to do that. I always thought it was the one concrete thing in the world a human being could do. Fix up the sick, you know – and make them whole again. This was truly being God… It used to be so important to me. It used to matter. I used to care. Yes – I think [I stopped]. Because it doesn’t seem deep enough, close enough to what ails mankind! It was a child’s way of seeing things – or an idealist’s. You are still where I left off. You with all of your talk and dreams about Africa! You still think you can patch up the world. Cure the Great Sore of Colonialism – (loftily, mocking it) with the Penicillin of Independence - ! Independence and then what? What about the crooks and thieves and just plain idiots. 
Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 



















Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________

Playwright Analysis – Lillian Hellman 
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
THE LITTLE FOXES, by Lillian Hellman. A home in the South, the Spring of 1900. The Hubbard siblings, Ben, Horace and Regina, scheme to outwit each other in a business deal that could make them very wealthy. The brothers need $75,000 to complete a cotton mill and they hope the money will come from Regina’s ailing husband, Horace. In the course of the play, Horace is set upon by his greedy wife and her greedy relatives. Soon realizing that the brothers have stolen bonds from him, he informs his wife that in his will he has left the bonds to her with certain stipulations. She cruelly recounts their unhappy married life, causing Horace’s heart condition to act up, then refuses to get his medicine, which results in a heart attack that kills him. Alexandra, their 17 year old daughter, eventually sees her mother for who she really is, and in this final moment of the play, decides that she needs to leave her and the family for good.
 ALEXANDRA: Mama, I’m not coming with you. I’m not going to Chicago. I mean what I say with all my heart. There is nothing to talk about. I’m going away from you. Because I want to. Because I know Papa would want me to. Say it, Mama, say it. [Say no] And see what happens. That would be foolish. It wouldn’t work in the end. You only change your mind when you want to. And I won’t want to. You couldn’t [make me stay], Mama, because I want to leave here. As I’ve never wanted anything in my life before. Because I understand what Papa was trying to tell me. (Pause) All in one day: Addie said there were people who ate the earth and other people who stood around and watched them do it. And just now Uncle Ben said the same thing. Really, he said the same thing. Well, tell him for me, Mama, I’m not going to stand around and watch you do it. Tell him I’ll be fighting as hard as he’ll be fighting some place where people don’t just stand around and watch. Are you afraid, Mama?
Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 




















Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________

Playwright Analysis – Christopher Durang
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
LAUGHING WILD, by Christopher Durang. The show is written for one actor and one actress. The woman's character is emotional and unstable, and talks about hitting someone in the supermarket who wouldn't get out of the way of the tuna fish she wanted to buy. The man's character is giving a speech about positive thinking, but keeps spiraling into negativity. He also, it turns out, is the man the woman hit in the supermarket. The show consists of two 30-minute monologues (and then a 30 minute second act, some of it monologue, some of it scenes between the two characters).
Woman: I want to talk to you about life. It’s just too difficult to be alive, isn’t it, and try to function? There are all these people to deal with. I tried to buy a can of tuna fish in the supermarket, and there was this person standing right in front of where I wanted to reach out to get the tuna fish, and I waited a while, to see if they’d move, and they didn’t—they were looking at tuna fish too, but they were taking a real long time on it, reading the ingredients on each can like they were a book, a pretty boring book if you ask me, but nobody has; so I waited a long while, and they didn’t move, and I couldn’t get to the tuna fish cans; and I thought about asking them to move, but then they seemed so stupid not to have sensed that I needed to get by them that I had this awful fear that it would do no good, no good at all, to ask them, they’d probably say something like, “We’ll move when we’re goddam ready you nagging bitch” and then what would I do? And so then I started to cry out of frustration, quietly, so as not to disturb anyone, and still, even though I was softly sobbing, this stupid person didn’t grasp that I needed to get by them, and so I reached over with my fist, and I brought it down real hard on his head and screamed: “Would you kindly move asshole!!!”
And the person fell to the ground, and looked totally startled, and some child nearby started to cry, and I was still crying, and I couldn’t imagine making use of the tuna fish now anyway, and so I shouted at the child to stop crying—I mean, it was drawing too much attention to me—and I ran out of the supermarket, and I thought, I’ll take a taxi to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, I need to be surrounded with culture right now, not tuna fish.
Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

















Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________
Playwright Analysis – August Wilson 
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
FENCES, by August Wilson Cory is the son of Troy and Rose Maxson. He is an African American teenager living in the late 1950’s, who aspires to become a professional football player. He and his father are constantly at odds, because of his father’s resentment over the possibility of Cory’s success. Troy was also a star athlete in his youth, having played baseball in the Negro League, but never rose to the status he’d hoped because he was too old to play by the time the major league teams started accepting black athletes. Troy is a trash collector and spends much of his time drinking with friends and cheating on his wife. His son is aware of his exploits and finds the courage to stand up to his father in this moment. 
Cory: I live here too! I ain’t scared of you. I was walking by you to go into the house cause you sitting on the steps drunk, singing to yourself. I ain’t got to say excuse me to you. You don’t count around here any more. Now why don’t you just get out my way. You talking about what you did for me… what’d you ever give me? You ain’t never gave me nothing. You ain’t never done nothing but hold me back. Afraid I was gonna be better than you. All you ever did was try and make me scared of you. I used to tremble every time you called my name. Every time I heard your footsteps in the house. Wondering all the time… what’s Papa gonna say if I do this?... What’s he gonna say if I do that?... What’s he gonna say if I turn on the radio? And Mama, too… she tries… but she’s scared of you. I don’t know how she stand you… after what you did to her. What you gonna do… give me a whupping? You can’t whup me no more. You’re too old. You’re just an old man. You crazy. You know that? You just a crazy old man… talking about I got the devil in me. Come on… put me out. I ain’t scare of you. Come on! Come on, put me out. What’s the matter? You so bad… put me out! Come on! Come on!
Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 





















Name ___________________________
Date _____________________
Score_____________

Playwright Analysis – Tennessee Williams
Annotate and answer these questions to demonstrate that you ae able to make connections from the Playwright’s own life and their written works. 
THE GLASS MENAGERIE, by Tennessee Williams Laura cherishes her glass figurines and does her best to avoid the painful reality of her existence. He mother, Amanda, is determined to marry her off. She forces Laura to receive a gentleman caller, not realizing Jim was the boy Laura had a crush on in high school. Laura’s insecurity is revealed as she tries to persuade her mother to leave her be. Unlike the rest of the play, Laura seems to find strength in this moment to stand up to her mother to stop her from interrupting her speech. But in the end, she still obeys Amanda’s wishes. 
LAURA: Mom, I can’t do anything– No, Mom, please! I have to say this. I can’t go outside these walls. There’s just too much pain! I can feel everyone staring at me–staring at this. (She points to the braced leg.) The noise it makes, it’s just so loud! That’s why I dropped out of high school! I felt everyone’s eyes staring at me, heard all the giggles they tried to suppress as I clomped and limped down the hall. Especially when I would enter the choir room! Jim would never want to be around me again. Sure, we talked sometimes, but he wouldn’t want to be around me anymore than those few occasions–not around the limping girl who makes such a racket! Nobody would want to be near me. So I tuned out from the rest of the world before it could cause me any more pain than I have already suffered. And it seems that whatever crippled my leg– (Amanda opens her mouth as if about to interject.) –yes, Mom, you might as well admit that I’m crippled!–has crippled the rest of my being throughout time. It seems I just got worse and worse at school. And then at business college, in that confined typing room, that quick clacking of keyboards surrounded me as I stumbled and fat-fingered all the letters. It felt as if the professor was breathing down my neck, silently mocking me as I continued to fail. Until finally, all that pressure poured out of me–and into a toilet. Mom, secluded from the world in this home listening to phonograph records and dusting my glass collection–this is where I belong! I fail everywhere else in the outside world. Here, there’s nothing to fail at! I’ll never succeed at finding a husband or a job, so I might as well give up trying now and just be content in my bubble with at least having no additional failure for the rest of my life! I can’t see Jim! (Tears are welling in her eyes.) It would only result in the ultimate failure–rejection from the only person I have ever loved! Mom, I can’t! Just have dinner without me. Please, Mom.
Have real life experiences evoked feelings in the playwright’s life that can also be seen in the monologue?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
Is the playwright expressing political view or values? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Why is it important that they wrote this piece? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Why is this play important to the playwright? ____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
How does this make them a good playwright? ___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. Does this qualify them as the Great American Playwright? Why or Why not? _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
















Name _________________________
Date______________________
Score_____________________
The Great American Playwright Test 
Answer each question by circling the correct answer. Questions were taken from the presentations and the questions you turned in. If you paid attention and took notes in class you should do well. Good luck! 
Questions and Key will be created as students present and turn in their own questions. The test should consist of multiple choice and true/false questions. But Arthur Miller questions have already been created. 
1. T/F Arthur Miller wrote Death of Salesman. 
2. The Crucible written by Arthur Miller is often paralleled to which American Movement 
a. The Anti-Legislation Movement
b. The Republican Movement 
c. The Anti-Communist Movement 
d. The Hippie Movement 
3. Which of these events affected Arthur Miller in his youth? 
a. Hurricane Katrina
b. The Wall Street Crash of 1929
c. The bombing of the Twin Towers 
d. Bubonic Plague












Playwright Test – Key 
1. True 
2. C
3. B

























Name________________________
Date______________________
The Great American Playwright is…
Take the time to answer the question we’ve all been wondering about: who is the Great American Playwright? Use the knowledge that you have from your own project and listening to the other presentations to answer this question. Use examples to back up your argument and write in complete sentences. 
The Great American Playwright is__________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Now that you’ve decided who the Great American Playwright is, why does that title matter? Or does it? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Name_________________________________
Date___________________
The Great American Playwright
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Word Search Solution 
A T H E L I T T L E F O X E S 
+ R N O S L I W T S U G U A + 
G N A R U D R E H P T S I H C 
A + + I + + + + E + + + + + N 
R + + + S W I L L I A M S + O 
T L O S T I N Y O N K E R S M 
H + + + + + N + M + F + + W I 
U + + + + + + I A E + + + R S 
R N A M L L E H N A I L L I L 
M T P I R C S C F T + + G T I 
I + + + + + E + A + H + O I E 
L + + + + S + + M E + E F N N 
L T H E C R U C I B L E S G + 
E + + + + + + + L + + A + U + 
R + T H G I R W Y A L P H + N 

(Over,Down,Direction) 
ARAISININTHESUN(1,1,SE)
ARTHURMILLER(1,4,S)
AUGUSTWILSON(14,2,W)
CHISTPHERDURANG(15,3,W)
FENCES(11,7,SW)
FOG(13,12,N)
HALE(13,15,NW)
LILLIANHELLMAN(15,9,W)
LOSTINYONKERS(2,6,E)
NEILSIMON(15,12,N)
PLAYWRIGHT(12,15,W)
SCRIPT(7,10,W)
THECRUCIBLE(2,13,E)
THELITTLEFOXES(2,1,E)
THELOMANFAMILY(9,2,S)
WILLIAMS(6,5,E)
WRITING(14,7,S)

