The Commedia dell’arte Characters
 1)  Arlechinno -  A low status servant. Arlechinno is hyper-active and a prankster who is constantly becoming carried away with the moment he is in.  Because of this he can appear to be foolish but has the ability to outwit everyone else.

2)  Pantalone -  An old miser.  Pantalone is a patriarch/matriarch character who is extremely wealthy and powerful.  A hypochondriac who is always desiring to become more rich and powerful.

3)  Dottore -   The Doctor.  An old, pompous windbag who's treatments are often worse than the condition.  Loves to lecture and expound without making any sense.

4)  Capitano -  A Military figure.  Arrogant and over-bearing but really an inept coward at heart.

5)  Brighella -  A low or mid status servant.  Big, strong, and loves to eat.  He can either be played crafty or dim witted.  A regular servant in low status or a foreman character in mid status, however in both cases he is often out for himself and will try to get something for himself out of every situation.

6)  Tartaglia -  A low status servant or in some cases an accountant or lawyer.  (White collar worker.)  Although he can be very eloquent when alone, he is a nervous wreck in the company of other people.

7)  Isabella -  One of the lovers.  Often the daughter to Pantalone.  She is romantic and can be naive but as the daughter of Pantalone can also be just as self-absorbed and deceitful as he.

8)  Columbina - Low status servant.  She is a flirt and very intelligent.  She is often the love interest of Arlechinno.

9)  Lelio -  One of the lovers.  He is a perfect counterpart to Isabella.  He can be the son of one of Pantalone's rivals, someone who Pantalone does not approve of, or Pantalone's son.

Commedia dell’arte:   Let’s review the elements we said were necessary for performing their pieces: Disgraceful romances that are thwarted by an old father – usually Pantaloni or Arccialetto or a gossipy widow, clever tricks to get money, comment on current society and its problems, the outwitting of some simpleton, improve., a hero mistaken for the villain, plotting maids, long lost children, bragging captains, funny moments, song, dance, juggling, father and son fighting over the same woman, for various reasons, etc.

Timeline Vocabulary: 

Gaslight, 

Limelight, 

melodrama, 

“the method”, 

Dramatic Copyright Act of 1833, 

“star system” of the 1840’s, 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

