How Children Differ

1. Children enjoy being active participants rather than passive spectators

2. Children, far more than adults, generate a sense of electricity in the theatre

3. Children can become over-excited

4. Children willingly enter the spirit of the entertainment

5. Children can be uncompromisingly direct

6. Children let you know when they are bored

7. Children respond to direct audience participation

8. Not all children respond the same way

9. Children don’t always choose to come 

10. The composition of an audience for a children’s play is so variable
Taken from Theatre for Children by David Wood

(created by Katharine Gee)

Ingredients of Good Theatre for Children

1. Suddenlies

2. Humor

3. Characters

4. Life or Death Situations

5. Language

6. Silence

7. Audience Participation

8. Scale

9. Puppetry

10. Magic within the Plot

11. Colorful look on Stage

12. Lighting

13. Sound

14. Music

15. Mime and Movement

16. Climaxes and Cliffhangers

17. Justice and Fairness

18. Taboos

Source: Theatre for Children by David Wood 

(created by Katharine Gee)
