Guidelines for Storytellers

How to select a story to tell
1. Read MANY stories.
2. Choose one story you really like. It should be one that you’d enjoy telling many times.
3. Evaluate the story for “learnability.”
4. Evaluate the story for “tellability.”
5. Consider its appropriateness for your intended audience.
6. Think about what audio-visual (AV) media, if any, might be appropriate. (Puppets, felt board, overhead projector, pre-recorded narration, sound effects, etc.)

Learnability
1. How long is the story? Read it aloud and time yourself. If it takes more than 10 minutes, it’s probably too long for a beginning storyteller, unless you have an exceptional memory. 
2. Does the story have patterns? Stories that repeat certain lines or themes are easier to learn, as are stories that build on themselves. Stories that continually change require a great deal of memorization and are therefore harder to learn.
3. Think about whether or not you would want to learn the story word-for-word. Can it be paraphrased? Stories that require memorization, such as rhyming stories, are harder to learn and remember—they are also much harder to tell, because it’s very difficult to cover up a misspoken rhyme!

Tellability
1. For “traditional” storytelling (no AV media):
a. Do the words tell the story? Can you make the listener imagine what is happening by your voice and body alone?
b. Think about the movements and gestures you would use to tell the story clearly. Will you have to change your voice to show that different characters are speaking? Will you be able to do that?
c. Will you have to add anything to the story, or leave anything out, to make it clear to your audience? It is okay to change the wording of a story, but don’t change the basic outline of the story!
2. For storytelling with AV media:
a. What form of media will best help you tell this story to your intended audience?
b. Will you be able to tell the story smoothly while manipulating your materials?
c. Will using media force you to change the story in some way? How?

Hints for learning stories
1. READ THE STORY to yourself a few times, thinking of how it fits together.
2. READ IT OUT LOUD a few times, thinking about what kind of expression and voice changes you may use, as well as any dramatic gestures.
3. WRITE IT, or copy it some other way, so that you will have a copy to practice from. Typing the story often helps with memorization.
4. OUTLINE the story, identifying sections with main events, actions, and themes. This is particularly helpful with longer stories that do not have much repetition.
5. PRACTICE SECTIONS, a little bit at a time, until you can remember longer and longer parts without looking at the story. When practicing sections, include “transitional” passages—a sentence or two at the beginning and end—to help you remember how sections fit together.
6. TELL THE STORY TO YOURSELF OUT LOUD, using expression and dramatic gestures and your AV media (if you have it). It is not necessary to memorize every word most times—you can use your own words as long as you don’t change the meaning of the story or its basic plot.
7. TELL THE STORY TO YOURSELF in front of a full-length mirror. To check pacing and enunciation, try recording yourself.
8. TELL THE STORY TO A FRIEND who can make suggestions on performance.
9. TELL THE STORY TO A SMALL GROUP OF KIDS to build confidence.
10. TELL THE STORY TO A LARGER AUDIENCE and enjoy yourself!

Performance tips
1. Relax your shoulder muscles! Let your arms hang down comfortably when you’re not using them. 
2. Make every motion count! Do not move your body or hands unless the movements help you to tell the story. Do not pace unless it is part of the story.
3. Make eye contact! Look at your listeners’ eyes as you tel. This makes each person feel as if you are telling directly to her/him. Do not stare off into space. If eye contact makes you uncomfortable, look at the tips of people’s noses.
4. Speak clearly and distinctly! Do not rush your words. It may seem that you must talk too slowly but you’ll get used to it. Tape record yourself to check pacing.

Dramatic use of voice
1. Show conversations between two characters by changing the direction you’re facing, or by turning your head. If you do this clearly, you can leave out words like “she said” and “he said” because you’re making it obvious who is speaking.
2. Change voices for different characters. This should not be attempted unless you can remember to do it consistently, every time the character speaks. For example, a troll might speak in a deep, gruff voice. A fairy might speak in a high light voice. Dialects can also create character, but make sure you can do it convincingly. 
3. Change your voice to create a mood. If you’re telling a scary story, lower your voice and speak as if you’re sharing a secret. If you’re telling a sad part, sound sad. If you’re telling a happy ending, smile and sound happy! Let your expression reflect what your characters are feeling.

Dramatic gestures: Making your words come alive!
1. Act out motions that you are describing. If you are saying “she opened the door a crack and peeked into the room,” do it in pantomime! If you’re saying “he hammered the nail into the beam,” act it out! If your character is skipping down the road, skip in place.

2. Act and speak the way your characters are feeling. If you’re Hansel, lost in the woods, act lost—look all around and make your voice sound small and frightened. If you’re telling a secret, whisper behind your hand in a stage whisper.

Name: __________________________________________                          Period: __________
STORY TELLING LOG
____/11

3 stories required for the assignment. You can receive extra credit for up to two more stories.

I. Name of Story: _______________________________________________________________

(+3)  What is this story about? (Keep it brief; about three sentences.)




(+1)  What is the moral of the story?



(+1)  What is the conflict in the story? (circle one)
Man vs. Man
Man vs. Nature
Man vs. Society
Man vs. Himself

(+1)  What grade level is this story proper for? (circle one)     K        1        2        3        4         5

(+1)  Length of story in minutes: __________ minutes

(+2)  Would this story be better told as a traditional story, or with AV media? Why? If with AV media, what kind?






(+2)  In your opinion, this story is easy or hard to tell/learn because: (circle at least three)


Easy
Has repetition
Short
Several characters
Simple plot

Hard
Rhymes
Long
More than 5 Characters
Complex plot



This is a possible story that I could choose to tell:        Yes          No
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PLOT POINT EXAMPLE

Here is an example of how to create a plot point of your story. 

Story title: “The Little Red Hen”

1. Four friends: pig, cat, duck, hen
2. Hen pecking in garden
3. Hen finds seeds in the garden
4. Hen asks friends who will help plant the seeds
5. “Not I” (all friends)
6. Hen does it herself
7. Seeds grow into wheat
8. Hen asks friends who will help cut the wheat
9. “Not I” (all friends)
10. Hen does it herself
11. Hen asks friends who will help grind wheat into flour
12. “Not I” (all friends)
13. Hen does it herself
14. Hen asks friends who will help bake flour into bread
15. “Not I” (all friends)
16. Hen does it herself
17. Hen asks who will help eat bread
18. “I will” (all friends)
19. But Hen does it herself


STORY TELLING COMMENTS


Needs Work
Put more movements into story
Voice was boring
Just stood there the whole time
Talk louder
Story felt long
No introduction
No excitement
Use more personality
Talked more to self than to audience
Lots of random movement
Same voice the whole time
Act more things out
Obviously nervous


Right on!
Told story in order
Articulated well
Was animated
Good show
Changed voice appropriately
Acted things out 
I reacted to the story
Body movements were related to story
Engaged the audience
Varied vocal patterns
Had expression
Talked to the audience
Facial expressions helped tell story
Acted and spoke the way the characters were feeling

[bookmark: _GoBack]Storyteller’s name: ____________________________ Story’s title: _______________________
STORY TELLING RUBRIC
_____/50 points
	Category
	Right on: Nailed the story
(4)
	In and Out: there, but not consistent (3)
	Work in Progress: saw glimpses
 (2)
	None
(0)
	Comments

	Introduction stimulated audience interest
	
	
	
	
	

	Voice flexible, expressive
	
	
	
	
	

	Voice loud enough to be heard
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate words used in story
	
	
	
	
	

	Understood all words
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear suggestion of characters: body language and voice
	
	
	
	
	

	Story built to a climactic moment
	
	
	
	
	

	Used pauses properly
	
	
	
	
	

	Varied tempo in story
	
	
	
	
	

	Used appropriate eye contact with audience
	
	
	
	
	

	Conveyed enthusiasm with the story
	
	
	
	
	

	The AV material or dramatic gestures were handled smoothly and didn’t break the flow
	
	
	
	
	


2 points: Story is less than 5 minutes long, but more than 2 minutes long

